The role of Pneumococcal vaccine.
Streptococcus pneumoniae pathologies represent a health problem of primary importance worldwide in terms of morbidity, mortality, and costs. S. pneumoniae is the main aetiological agent of bacterial pneumonia, and is frequently involved in bacterial meningitis, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) exacerbations and upper airway pathologies. The high incidence, the level of morbidity and mortality due to pneumococcal pathology despite of adequate therapy, and the emergence of antibiotic-resistant strains emphasize the importance of an effective vaccine strategy against this bacterium. The present review proposes an analysis of current vaccine strategies and their efficacy, with particular stress on their effectiveness in preventing pneumonia.